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Grade: 5 
Lesson Number: 18 
Unit Name: Gur� N�nak’s thought 
Course: Virs� 
Title:   Gur� N�nak to Gur� R�md�s 
 
Standards 
Standard 4: Gur� N�nak’s Thought 

• Students identify the major worldviews of Gur� N�nak and how they provide 
solutions to the problems of the world in the 15th century and continue to do so in the 
present age. 
o Students will be able to describe Gur� N�nak’s views on caste, women, equality, 

fraternity, wealth, society, warfare, death, justice, hard work, the purpose of life, 
and the origins of life.  The students should be able to do this in a comparative 
study with that of other religions. 

 
Objectives 

1. Students explore the life of Gur� R�md�s and understand that his thought was the 
same as Gur� N�nak’s. 

 
Prerequisites 

• Lessons I, II and III on Gur� N�nak’s thought. 
 
Materials 

• Dry/Erase Board 
• Construction paper/ Large sheet paper 
• Colored pencil/Markers/Crayons/Pens/Pencils 

 
Advanced Preparation 

• Teacher should be familiar with the life of Gur� R�md�s. 
http://www.sikh-history.com/sikhhist/Gur�s/N�nak4.html 

 
Engagement (20-25 minutes) 

• Give student construction paper and a set of writing tools. 
• Tell them to hypothesize that they had a dream that Gur� N�nak has asked them to 

build a city. He has given you free reign on, “how you want to build it and who you 
might use to help you, but remember not to forget my mission and my message.” 

• Have children choose between either writing out an entire plan or drawing out an 
entire plan.  Give them about 10 minutes for them to work on the actual project.  Give 
them hints that if they are running slow, to just jot down ideas, etc…  Also let them 
know that this is a starting point, but they can use part of this project for their 
Vais�kh� celebration display.  

• After they are done have them present their plans in groups of three to four to each 
other.   
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• Tell them to go around the circle in their group and point out one point that they think 
is most important about their plan. If another person has that point, have them circle 
it with a pen or pencil.   

• At the end the hope is that most of them might have similar points. Ask them to 
prepare one set of all points and present it to the larger class group. They should have 
a substantial reason for their points. Once one or two groups present, just have the 
other groups give you points that may not have been covered. 

 
Exploration (30-35 minutes) 
Transition into the life of Gur� R�md�s 

• Begin by telling them that he was the Son-in-law of Gur� Amard�s. 
• Briefly discuss with them that he obediently followed the directions from Gur� 

Amard�s. 
• Tell them about the making of R�md�spur and the importance of the city. 
• Highlight the importance of there still being the same message being passed to the 

sa�gat and the fact that it was the sa�gat that helped in the making of the city- 
through physical and mental support. 

 
Explanation/Extension (5-10 minutes) 

• Discuss what children feel of Amritsar today and what purpose is it serving if any for 
the larger Sikh sa�gats.  Also have children highlight similarities throughout N�nak-
R�md�s thought by saying that by building a city Gur� R�md�s like Gur� N�nak was 
working towards the uplifting of society.  

 
Evaluation (On-going) 

• Look for children’s understanding of Gur� N�nak thought through their city project. 
 


